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OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

Thursday - 8 October 1970

1. (Secret - JTMM) In response to his request I this morning
briefed Senator Henry M. Jackson on a sensitive intelligence matter.
(See Memo for Record for details. )

2. (Confidential - JMM) Talked to Al Vigderman, Greek Desk
of State Department, explaining the query I got yesterday from Roland
Paul, Senate Foreign Relations Committee staff, regarding Greek
political prisoners. Vigderman said that Deputy Assistant Secretary
Davies had indeed told the Committee that there were more political
prisoners under both the Karamanlis and Papandreou regimes than
under the present Junta. Vigderman said they had gotten this information
from the Agency.

3. (Secret - TMM) Met with Ed Braswell, Chief of Staff, Senate
Armed Services Committee, whom I briefed on several current sensitive
intelligence items.

4, (Secret - GLC) Accompanied Carl Duckett and Dave Brandwein
to a briefing of Senator Margaret Chase Smith (R., Maine) and three
members of the staff of the Senate Committee on Aeronautical and Space

Sciences on the Soviet space programs. See Memorandum for the Record.

5. (Confidential - GLC) Talked with Richard Perle, on the staff
of the Senate Subcommittee on National Security and International Operations,
and asked if he would be willing to participate in a panel discussion for our
Advanced Intelligence Seminar next Friday, 16 October at 1:30 p.m. The
subject will be the question of priorities between U.S. foreign and domestic
programs., Perle said he would be pleased to participate in such a discussion
subject to Senator Jackson's approval. He will call me and let me know.

SECRED
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OLC 70-0722

8 October 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Briefing of Senator Margaret Chase Smith (R., Maine)
and Certain Members of the Staff of the Senate
Committee on Aeronautical and Space Sciences

1. Today I accompanied Messrs. Carl Duckett and David
Brandwein to a briefing of Senator Margaret Chase Smith and several
members of the staff of the Senate Committee on Aeronautical and
Space Sciences on developments in the Soviet space prograin. Staff
members present were: Messrs., James Gehrig, William Parker,
and Craig Voorhees. The meeting was conducted in Senator Smith's
office and lasted about an hour and 15 minutes.

2. Using briefing boards Messrs, Duckett and Brandwein gave
a review of developments in the Soviet space prograin for the years
1969 and 1970, They discussed problems encountered by the Soviets
with the SL~12 booster and covered these other areas:
a. The Luna 16 shot;
b. The present Venus probe;
c. The expected upcoming unmanned lunar probe;

d. Soviet problems with other large boosters; and

e. Our expectations that the Soviets will develop a new
hydrogen booster in the "80s. !

They also discussed the Chinese test center at Shuang-~ch'eng-tzu.
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3. Senator Smith listened intently and asked several questions
during and after the briefing. One of these concerned the state of the
art of Soviet satellite photography in comparison to ours. In responding
to this question, Mr. Duckett pointed out that the resolution of our
photography was one of our most sensitive secrets. Mr. Gehrig was
particularly interested in the relative success of the Soviet space program
as compared to that of the U.S. and asked what percentage of the Soviet
gross national product went to their space program. Mr. Duckett pointed
out the difficulty in making comparisons of this sort since the Soviets
did not make a clear~-cut distinction between their military and civilian
space efforts, He also pointed out that it was difficult for us to come up
with any precise figures in rubles although we had been able to make a
cost estimate for the Soviet program in U.S. dollar equivalents.

4. At the conclusion of the briefing, Senator Smith expressed
her deep appreciation (she passed up a SALT briefing by Gerard Smith,
Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, in order to receive
our briefing) and lamented the fact that she had not been able to attend
one of our briefings for some time (since 25 February 1969). I assured
the Senator that we welcomed the opportunity to meet with her whenever
she was available. ‘
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